


EXPLORE CIESZYN

CITY RALLY



Hey everyone! 
Get ready for an exciting adventure! 

This presentation was crafted through a partnership between

schools from Palermo and Cieszyn. As part of the Erasmus+ 

project, students not only collaborated to create it but also had

a blast testing it out in the field. 

So, why not join us on a trip to Cieszyn? 

We encourage everyone to take a trip to Cieszyn, drawing 
inspiration from the tasks that need to be completed along 
the way!



[ŜǘΩǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Each participant of todayõs walk around Cieszynwill receive a set of questions 

and a map, which will be helpful while walking around. Every participant is 

supposed to solve all the problems and appear at every checkpoint.

They will find a guide at every checkpoint, who will tell them some 

historical facts about the place. His or her help will be  crucial  

to answer the questions properly.



Meeting with 
the guide

The city rally starts
nextto the Memorial 

to Polish Silesian 
Legionnaires.

To completethe 
gamesuccesfullyyou

mustvisitall the 
checkpointswithin90 

minutes.



YOU ARE 
HERE



A FEW WORDS FROM THE GUIDE Χ

Cieszynis one of the oldest towns in Poland and has a long and 
complex history. The legend has it that it was established in 810 but 

actually it was about 1220 when Cieszynbecame a town. 

In 1290 it became the capital city of the Duchy of Cieszyn. 

It belonged to the Piastfamily to 1653 and then, from 1653 to 1918, to 

the Habsburg family. 
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To make the story more complicated, we must say that Cieszynwas a part of 

Polish Kingdom in 12th and 13th century, then from 14th to 16th a part of Czech 

Kingdom, and from 1526 to 1918 a part of Habsburg Monarchy ðAustria. 

At the beginning of the 20th century there were German, Polish, Jewish and 

Czech people living in the town. In 1920 the town was divided between Poland 

and Czechoslovakia and now one part of the town belongs to Poland 

and the other to the Czech Republic.
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During its history Cieszynwas a town of craftsmen and local nobility and did 
not play important role in the history of Europe. But there were three times 

when Cieszynbecame qiute an important place, e.g. in 1805 it was even the 
capital city of Austrian Empire.

Itõs also interesting that most of Polish protestants (Lutherans) live in Cieszyn
and the region. In Cieszynyou can find the biggest Lutheran church in Poland 

and in the region there are towns and villages where the number of Protestants 
is bigger than the number of Catholics (itõs unique for Poland).



FIRST TASK

Findthe guide

Listento the guide

Answer the questions





TheCastleHill

Read the text and fill out the gaps:

The castle was destroyed in the 17th century 
by ..................................... army.

The Rotunda was the first ................................ building 
in Cieszyn.

The PiastTower is ............................. meters high.



THE CASTLE HILL
The first people started living here about 2500 years 
ago, but the first important stronghold was built here in 
9/10th century. With time it became an important point 
on the border between Czech and Polish kingdoms. 
What is more, by the end of the 13th century it became 
the capital of an independent Duchy of Cieszyn and the 
next century a stone castle was built. It was divided into 
two parts: the upper and lower. In the upper part there 
were living quarters, the castle chapel, the most 
important defensive tower.  

The castle was destroyed in the first half of the 17th

century by austrianarmy which wanted to get it back 
from swedishsoldiers. In the middle of the 19th century 
the hill with castle ruins was changed into a park. 
Nowadays you can find some remains 
of the old castle here.



ROMANESQUE 
ROTUNDA

The oldest and most important 
building in the town and 
region. It was built in the 11th

century as the castle chapel, 
the patron of which was 
St. Nicholas. It was the first 
stone building on the Castle
Hill, so it was the most 
important point of resistance in 
the event of war. Probably the 
first cemetery in the town was 
located next to the Rotunda.

You can find the picture of 
Rotunda on the 20-zloty note.



The PiastTower

In the past the most important tower 
in the castle defensive system. The tower 
was finished in the 15th century 
and has 3 parts: lower parts built of 
stone 
and upper part built of bricks. 
It is 29 meters high and there are 121 
steps leading to the viewing platform on 
the top.



The CastleHill ðcorrectform

Read the text and fill out the gaps:

The castle was destroyed in the 17th century 
by ..........AUSTRIAN ........................... army.

The Rotunda was the first .......STONE...... building 
in Cieszyn.

The PiastTower is ...........29m.................. meters high.



SECOND TASK

Findthe guide

Listento the guide

Answer the questions





CieszynHistorical Library and Theatre Square

Read the text and fill out the gaps:

The building of CieszynHistorical Library comes from the ............... 
century.

The book called òCieszynProphetsó is an exampleof 
............................ language.

The theatre building in Cieszynhas similar exterior to the theatre 
building in ............................... in Austria.



The Adam 
Mickiewicz Theatre

It was built in 1910 by 
German citizens of the town 
and was designed by 2 
architects from Vienna. They 
were called Felnerand Helmer 
and they were known in Europe 
as theatre designers. The 
interior is very decorative and 
together with the exterior thay
have many similarities to 
Austrian architecture: the 
entrance and stairway are 
similar to the Volkstheaterin 
Vienna and the building is 
similar to the theatre in 
Klagenfurt in Austria.It has a 
rotating stage, orchestra pit 
and a three-tier auditorium 
seating 630.

The theatre was named after 
one of the most famous Polish 
poets called Adam Mickiewicz 
who lived in the 19th century.

.



Nowadays itõs a seat of a historical library ðone 

of the most important libraries in Silesia region; 

it has about 130 thousand books and the most 

interesting ones are: prayer book which belonged 

to the last duchess od Cieszyn; CieszynProphets 

ðone of the oldest examples of Czech language. 

In the building you can see an example of a 

library which is about 200 years old. Take a look 

at it and you will find that the biggest books 

are on the bottom shelves and the smallest 

on the top ones. There is also a sculpureof a 

priest and teacher called Leopold Szersznik, 

who founded the library.

In the past it was a house 

of one of the most 

important nobelfamilies of 

the region, which 

was built at the beginingof 

the 18th century. Before 

there was a mint which 

belonged to the Piast

family who ruled the Duchy 

of Cieszyn.

CIESZYN 

HISTORICAL 

LIBRARY



CieszynHistorical Library and Theatre Square
ðcorrectform

Read the text and fill out the gaps:

The building of CieszynHistorical Library comes from the 
......18th....... century.

The book called òCieszynProphetsó is an exampleof 
...........CZECH................. language.

The theatre building in Cieszynhas similar exterior to the theatre 
building in ............VIENNA................... in Austria.



THIRD TASK

Findthe guide

Listento the guide

Answer the questions





Three Brothersõ Well

Read the text and fill out the gaps:

1. Who saw the stars in the sky? 

-----------------------------------------------------------

2. Why were the brothers so happy?

-----------------------------------------------------------



THREE BROTHERSõ WELL

The place is connected with a legend, which 
explains how the town was created. In the 9th

century there was a Polish king, who had 3 
sons called: Bolko, Leszkoand Cieszko.

ăOne night the king saw three stars in the west and the next day he asked his sons to go that direction. Each 

son decided to travel a different way. After a few weeks of the journey one of the brothers found a spring 

with good water. He drank the water and played on his horn, because he hoped that his brothers will hear 

him. As soon as he played the horn he heard similar sound of his brotherõs horn and after a while his brother 

arrived. When they met together they sent some knights to look for the third brother. When all the brothers 

met together near the spring they were so happy that decided to found the town here.ó



Three Brothersõ Wellðcorrectform

Read the text and fill out the gaps:

1. Who saw the stars in the sky? 

THE KING SAW THE STARS IN THE SKY

Why were the brothers so happy?

2. THE BROTHERS WERE SO HAPPY BECAUSE THEY MET EACH OTHER



FOURTH TASK

Findthe guide

Listento the guide

Answer the questions





Market Squarein Cieszyn

Read the information and decide if the following information is true or false.



MARKET SQUARE

THE BROWN STAG HOTEL

Next to the Town Hall there is a white big building 
with a figure of a brown stag. It was a hotel, which 
was opened in 1912 and was the most luxurious in 

the town. It had a very good restaurant and cafe, 
rooms with baths with cold and hot water. 

The present Market Square was founded 

here at the end of the 15th century, when 

the Dutch of Cieszynsold town burghers 

land beyond town walls to organisea new 

square. The square was organised, a town 

hall was built and burghersõ houses 

appeared around. There are a few 

interesting buildings on the square:



In the middle of the 

square there is a 

fountain. It was built 

here by the end of 

the 18th century. 

Town burghers 

believed that Saint 

Florian is going to 

protect them from 

fires, but after a 

few years the 

biggest fire 

destroyed the town.

THE FOUNTAIN 

OF SAINT 

FLORIAN
MARKET SQUAREOpposite the Town 

Hall there is The 

National House, 

which was opened 

in 1901 and was

built by Polish

citizens 

of the town. It 

became the seat of 

almost all Polish 

organisations

existing in Cieszyn

at the beginingof 

the 20th century.

THE NATIONALHOUSE


